A COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE GAIA NIGERIA WORKSHOP ON PLASTIC POLLUTION HELD ON THE 7TH – 9TH OCTOBER, 2020 AT DE REMBRANDT HOTEL, LAGOS NIGERIA.

The workshop is a Civil Society’s Perspective to Addressing Plastic Pollution in Nigeria was organized by the Global Alliance for Incineration Alternatives (GAIA) Nigeria (made up of Centre for Earth Works (CFEW), Green Knowledge Foundation (GKF), Pan African Vision for the Environment (PAVE), Environmental Rights Action (ERA) and Sustainable Research and Action for Environmental Development (SRADev Nigeria)). The workshop which held at the De Rembrandt Hotel, Alausa- Ikeja, Lagos, Nigeria on the 7th - 9th October 2020 was hosted by SRADev and PAVE under the auspices of GAIA Africa.

2.	The objectives of the workshop were to:

· Connect the various GAIA and #breakfreefromplastic members in the country
· Educate, orient, synergize and enable NGOs to provide updates and promote information sharing on priority issues and existing opportunities
· Address how GAIA members can coordinate towards developing National Action Plans (NAPs) on the plastic issues in Nigeria.

3.	The forum brought together over twenty (20) participants drawn from Government, Civil society, industry and the Media among others, to deliberate on addressing plastic pollution in Nigeria (both virtually and on-site). 

4.	Goodwill messages were delivered by GAIA Africa, Lagos State Waste Management Authority (LAWMA), Federal Ministry of Environment, Lagos State Ministry of Environment (LSMoE), Academia (Prof Babajide Alo -University of Lagos), GAIA Nigeria, Heinrich Böell Foundation and Food and Beverage Recycling Alliance (FBRA) as well as technical presentations from Federal Ministry of Environment, SRADev Nigeria/PAVE, Lagos Environmental Protection Agency (LASEPA), LAWMA, and Food and Beverage Recycling Alliance (FBRA). 

5.	After extensive deliberations, the meeting noted the following:

· Plastic pollution is a global menace throughout its entire lifecycle, with health and environmental implications which includes cancers, endocrine disruption, diabetes, obesity, developmental issues, reproductive dysfunction, respiratory diseases among others.
· Nigeria is ranked 6th highest country producing unmanaged plastic. Several countries including developing ones are making effort to change the narrative through banning, production and importation of single use plastics. 
· Data is not sufficient to quantify the contribution of the big polluters. 
· Nigeria has a National Policy on Plastic Waste Management that is yet to be adopted by the Federal Executive Council. The process has been too slow. However, there exists gaps which GAIA Nigeria is looking into. 
· The Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy of NESREA covers the total life cycle of products. However, it remains a voluntary policy framework. It requires a framework of action for collaborative partnerships among all stakeholders. 
· The field experience indicates a gap in the current private sector recycling processes especially collection, compared to the magnitude of the menace of plastics pollution. 
· GAIA Nigeria identified various areas of intervention through which the action plan, including policy and regulation, advocacy/engagement, environmental justice and financial resources is being developed.
· All stakeholders were unanimous on the need to ban single-use plastics immediately through a phased approach.
· A note of caution is required for stakeholders to interrogate terminologies like circular economy, blue economy and green economy from its true intent.

6. Recommendations

· There is need for referenceable disaggregated data on the quantity of plastic products being manufactured, used and imported in the country.
· There is the urgent need for civil society to fill the identified gaps in the proposed National Policy on plastic waste management before its adoption by the Federal Executive Council.
· There is the urgent need for standard operating procedures/guidelines for the plastic recycling/management sector.
· The effectiveness of the management of plastics in Nigeria requires an inclusive approach which should entail the collaboration of different stakeholders at grassroots level including community, religious and political leaders.
· The government, civil societies and corporate bodies should take the lead to sensitize the general public on the public health implications of plastic waste.
7. Resolution

· The meeting resolved on the urgent need to ban single-use plastic by the Federal Government. This should take effect from 2021 as against the current 2028 date as contained in the proposed National Policy on Plastic Waste Management, starting with styrofoam, microbeads and carrier bags, as they have no economic value (recycling) potential.
· The proposed National Policy on Plastic waste management should be immediately adopted and approved by the Federal Executive Council (FEC) to give way to the promulgation of appropriate regulations on plastic waste management in Nigeria.

8. Conclusion

Finally, all efforts by the public, private and the civil societies tied towards a zero-waste economy.
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